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Extracts from the CIA Publication "An Analyst 


3 of the Vietnamese 


Strengths, Capabilities and Will to' PeVist, " dated 25 August 
Anr.ex III, Section II, Para. 3, Page III- 5 , III- 6 and In_ T: 


B - Party Numerical Strength 

It is possible to make only a rough estimate o* cur-err • , 

s.rengtn in South Vietnam since the evidence on the subject ' ^ 


2 rm of captured Communist membership lists, is ext^--i- 


i'iO da ua of* signif*'’* tVi- ~ ^ 

L - — exasipre, are avails cl** 

long a Cocciunist stro^cbol* -o— ~ . 7~ 

. , ‘O ) r» . . _ u. uai, ,• 3 ns C T3 

rn T7 -> rn'—A , , _ ~ v 


in 


hj-^n. Tne problem is further comnlicated by t % => 


loersaip, even in some Vi 


for the Mekong delta 
presumably would be 
covert nature of part*/ 


- • t */ ~ ~ 1 w C^ng-con.rouiea areas, and. ov r 

-amure-vnxcn is attested in captured documents-to develoo il*o 71 ? 
zaticn ana strength uniformly in all areas. ? oraani ' 

" ^ cma^ t e ly , a. firm figure for o- a — tv naih.aT”V -* a.- „ ,, ... 

end of 1961 is available to use as a'ba 5 l for clll ^ OUuG ~ CS 

p reduce d'early ill^^ichl^tefthat 
• S'! / no ^'~ ad 3 >,uu 0 memoers in the South at the end of 1961 *r~i - 

include a memoers in the Viet Cong arm*- - Ull ° 

---- 6 -Oices. omce unis aocument 


contained muen otner accurate i nJ or~ ,a t ’’ 31 ,+■ -• - 

» , . 0 , U J, h> Oj,, 

memoers nip ngure is reliable. 


ioaoue -chat 


Taking this figure as a foundation v= estina^ on ho-, - 
evidence contained in captured documents and prisoner 


. .? s "te- ? art ^ membership in the South had anoroximate’y dcubi 7 

o^mia -1505 ana tnat it stood at around T-?,CC 0 .. The docum-ts 
prisoner interrogations suggest that about 25,000 of th- n-r-y 

operated primarily as r^mb^-s o*' th^ , 'L . 3 ~" -t ' 1 - 1 ' 7 ^e—s_o 

x.v a _ .1 J f ^'" s °- ° r * e insurgent armeu forces, the buiv 

L.._m ii. one regular mam force units.* The re^i -i-ar qn 

seem to have been mainly concerned with nolitm 7 “ 17 -/ ; 

subversive operations. 1 * ‘ ’ lt ' c -‘^ a - n o 


^^^“aougn pa^. oy members may make up as much as 

^ ^ ^ u- US i r TL'SZ HO 0 ITS 2,riPP p 


t< i- whi'j 



n one irregular units. A 


on, one 


Pp my ; ? v*mi 


1 or example, indicated that 
""'"’lags guerrillas" in one 


urea in Phu Yen ?r: 


grm» 


o vines 


or pai 


u* 


i a 


district was 13 fj. The 


o guerrillas ' was 3 p* On the basis 


j memoers in mhe 
P 9 rc 0 nraga sitiopg 


or sue 


:n -nuormauion, we believe 
(continued on next rage) 


' j ? i • O — 1 
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Elects of the 


Captured documents ir>dica J -p 

U3 military buildup vere'felt p a ^"i the 

Party's numerical strength. Si r»c* °-i d~lo^ * J 7Sre . not satisfied with the 
on lower echelons to recruit new r-rbe-'ln ^ ?ut heav V Pressure 
reflected in many captured documents f** 5 * If the l^tas 

-hey could theoretically mean a nar-v"~ ? ‘ Sd 0n a r - a -ional basis, 
at the end of 1965, exclusive S£U f 30al of soce ICO, COO 

military units. ?artjr G5:aoers in Viet Cong regular ■ 

Annex ill, Section II ?ara. C ~°nr-c o 

1 x ~ u, -‘■age xxi-o and 111-9 : 


C. Numerical S^'-^n=- j -w *1 

— — — ^ ~ ^ -i ui oH 


_Par-y Youth Gronm 


in _ -r> 

- Ox 


mstma-ing the numerical strnr,-v , , 

even more difficult than t^t o- -V °\ " iiS - art V 3 youth grout 
-ns captured documents bearing on 1 . l ' Se ^* - A -o.alys„ w . 

■‘•a-uer surprisingly that the tarty . f 0V5ver > indicated 

nutter tnan full tarty re^b®rs r^ J ^“ s “ cu ~ n ar2 fewer in 

my b e around three-fourths “the the party youth grout 

youth group strength in rdd-1965 ° re3uiar P«rty. On this bas«s 
ib^COO to 20,000 of tho S “ -■ r> tjt ~“ /a oe - n around 55,000 v-^b ow-.'V 


;ir > t t -r 

— »■ *v O » 


mo* 


rt , . «' w - ^-xoc XU J 72 py i ! r r* t' K’l-v^. 

Recruauxent to , , ° sna suoooz 

that in some araas «™1 

Ns believe this » 3 -•.;-*+=> , 

evidence is available;' sSSe Cautiou8 ^ ^il 

Communist youth in South Vietnam nu r ar - cai strength 01 __ 

situation in most Coanunis^-cot^iVT Snaz? cor -rast with th~ 
for example, there are app^xi^e vli^^ ' ? Nortb Vietnam, 

-me party member. The >-a asonq ~ v “ OU - a for every full- 

in South Vietnam are not^eadUy^U^® 8 ^! SC f rci ^ of P a ^y youth 

" i9 ? rooa °ly related primarily to d7«-ft”v' ‘° u * £1 Va oel '~ eva they 

^ conditions under which 


tna- party strength in the irregula- „ 

memoer for every ten guerrillas ^‘ ca * averages less than one p 
55,000. "if on?thir = n - -° rCS Strensth vas estimated a 


^y 


d of these were na-"- 


a a " a Pproximately 


about 18,000. The balar-ra^^'’+-wI i ‘o £ r pa fI y nieabars / the V would nun 


nili ta — ’ r- 0 ’ TV" r - cs of the 25,000 est-f-«t»d . 

u. 11 ^ we oelieve w =-ro n ^ , 3 , — pa^ u y memoers in f- 

. , — , ^ } n ■— — — in -ne irranMn" , , „ 

I J ^•-cioei.s m one armed forces . . ~ numper o 

- O L» 


, in fp — 


US a gi j ^ - O -TC0 3 COUJLC. 0 2 T3. i. 3 2 Q. 

“ ±rre sA« °tr^h“5a~r?or^s:f- e nnoSIS SVV- ^ 

! 1~P an in/i.'-J n a 


.„v, 0 * -or examol 

iOoaoly mean that there are an adwp 


3U 


nil 10,000 p< 


it woul 
ry members 
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iard to encourage 


tne 


° ns Communists must operate. The/ may nd i- 

gr °P' h of the party youth apparatus given the cov— 
party operations and the need to e-ga-e 

activities as rapidly as possible? t * 1 ~° le : '° U ^ 1R raillt ^' 


Annex III, Section III p^r^s 
and III-iT: 


md 3 , Pages IH- 14 -, III- 15 , Ill-lb 


III. Numerical Strength 


S_ta 01 the Communist Political 


.--pparatus in Urban Are- 


-1 • General Position 


J_n the tovns and .-it-’'=>s . . 

rain targets far Iff “ =“« 0?irate pertly. 5S» 

i^s youth grout and into th~ ur^^o- — ^ u ‘ e part F 

*. . . , —a-Ou^c Oi. aympamnizers are the 

ana civil ranks of tn» r 3V a-«- a u ~v = -• w " ej - 

•sr.sr.ployad, narual laborers, students',' andtnhi^f^s i 0 !!l »?*' ths 
suggest that thP _ — -^ais. Eocuments 


ts iron the practicing 


suggest that the Communists expect' few re'c-ui.. * 

°- ! Src ; in rsli Sious and political factions-pne "r-act 
Ca u.-Oiics, tae Cao Dai, the w 0 .» r ao r ; e.>, a « . -^" c ^ 
Buddhists. ’ --u^ionanes am 


"reactionary*" 
the 


n^ n^r documentary evidence is available on th- «vfpnt 
underground in the cities. £nal^sis -f 77„71 ° n ~ 5 - L ' en " ™e 

,, _ i° ls -imatea amount of 



i r» 


aruary i^co, a captu 


as Id b* ' rn<vrr *.■. j. . , , ^ "'-o-- *c/ei -logxsoxcs 

/ r e/=£ " a ^ Viet Corg considered t’- e i~t^ t 

np.._,_tu 0 union served to procure supplies’ in the -o- 




ne vo ox *u 


coni *3 ]tp n o • 
ths is* 

one government- 


cities inedeauate. j-v. v * iw otvciimsnt 

"threefold" during 1 9 SS to «* *• 


is ccnfe^nc 0 retnra- 3 , 1 during tne rainy sea 

-- ws mys almost no cadre o 


tne^purcnase of goods is mostly done through inte^efii ^ ^ 

—nee a strenuous recruiting efforts. ““ 8X101 ^ -seen 

** Full analysis of the 


out 


ere is already^- fragmer.tary 
partially successful, ««■ 


success of this effor 


must avai 
suggesting 



Special Zone to the north reoo'~t^d 

aLui. in^ tne \ w ear on "q " i p rt -{ — ^ c -f 

m 150 intelligence reports. 


tne urcan area 


er -d of I905 that 11 


.v^_t lUocer evidence 
tnam it has been at leas" 
ee for the capital of 31 
^on-Cholon-Gia Dinh 


b.c •» 


“'VI 




5 y 


v a-gents vho had' turned 


a 
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B. 


Nume rical Sf-^n.y-v, in 
• — — ^ o 0 "- -n ugi^on ar.c, 


x mv irons 


+ v , c In the Viet Cong's Saigon-Cholo n-G^ q • - 

Saigon me urotolitar -ro -i-r. ^ Special Zone which com'-isr' 

from the documentary ^ ^tors, it a P ^ r s^ 

controlled or primarily influent by^a r~" 5 ^°1' S 2 ^ 0C0 L 30 ?Le were 

b/ w ‘ e C0Mi wiists.*** This- would have 


■" A " Ciocument ox' rid-"! QoS . 

party's personnel assets -: P ' t 77 consisted of a chart comtil-in-.- -v- 

2 ; 5 million inhabitants . f OV T rs « 3 ~ 33 of at I e ^t° ^ 

o"c £113*2 3 that I, s a vp v, ''i ^ *~ ;- * ■** o— *•-— j- no^a^ion ov •h l *ia p ^ ^ g ^ 

•- -£ 1 . 1 . a s aavs n^-*- - w w;u.wi»s^ coma i_La *• 

a C0:3 ?-.at 2 accounting. T " 'V - ° ea ' ' 3t 3 -mot be consider', 

regularly available oolitic^' .Z-lti Zl rt P a ( e incIudei w»t of the 
"7^ zone, iu prcoaoly did not i- c h« a u “ a -' 3 - V committee of 

directly to C0SVN or to v a -, Q1 - T* £ zT x s ‘~^— sr renter report inr 

low level agents or imforSiits us-d^o- t(/ PI5e f r to have included, the ve>^ 

As ^emai" assets (presumably Vose‘i ° ? intelligence. " 
or "ill agaii.. if ,• j., . ^ u “ ose --v.Hx and ”or>i n? .-•.v,...!* , . ,, 

- o— /, » .as sctrcpoUthn ere.. ) the chart' lilts? * J * SU3 ^ 

Party Members .... 

Youth C-rout> - J b 

Eackbona Agents"-- — 

Sympathizers . ffb 

"Active Agents" 

Liberation Association-- -I”"!’ ,£? 

Liaison A~ a nts-- . 

T011, 275§ 

Analysis of the total .. ^ 

thizers/' 368 were involved in^e^f (t t^ at f i,£l6"syzpa- 
QO0 ware students or teac'-^ms i?s'-. a £"° " '~ i£o3 r-natxng procagar^a 

loohed to for proee^inglig « «««'•' 

. „ ~ a sedition to the uarty -cu"-- I7 Y' ; ‘ ? y 

-r. one Saigon metropolitan area 7-7 t 3 ?rssu *“ abl Y operating 
n °re rural areas or tb= n a _• ; i suggests that in 

2 POO Yot’-^Vi a '-' ^aso an addit-'orl P non 

’ - ‘ 3Uu “ Gi^up memoers were act'i'-.=> r '^ -■ ~ -vjCO ua. vy and 

ar ! as ^ hovay er ; almost 2,000~ver a in the 

.rtx.„x. 0 Committee of the Zone =^d -os"- ^1 ' , u ° une Military- 
assigned to the regular ailitar-7 unT*- " "f! 35 P rooab V ware 

pa. oy’s armed terrorist a>^d "7 Ox-ra^ng m ohe Zone as the 

r-o .agsnca muscle. 
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meant that slightly under one oerc-nt ' 

Saigon metropolitan area -as c : ,— u ‘‘~ al P°?^&tion of the 
insurgent cause. Approximately" 6 another to the 

anc parry youth, many of them ^ t'— °" ??ortsr3 v ere party 

area of the Zone. r n addition to § £ P ed forces the rural 

“•"y 16,000 Ember, of tb» ?rart if- o ■ ths ins^Sents counted 

01 the ” «**»*• in Ssiiirgt:?! 3 --; «f»* 

o oO oG Igon , 

Ihe evidence is not o d Q/ v" 3 t-, -- ~ ,, 

Cor.g assets in the ot~^ pa 4 numerical estimate of y-; at 

conveyed by the Zvas^nla^r**^* £L?° uth Y iet ^* dressier. 


eary mat 

f rial, however, 

is ocher 

cities is no s 

and its 

environs, exce 

clearly 

indicates that 


u/5i ' c — ~ political apparatus as you’, in *C a “,74* ^ ' las> ion S rsgs: 

^mex in. Section 17, .Pages UI-17 and III-18: 

P/ * gtreng th of the Political Aooe-at^ , 

“ — - a ~' — - n hura_ .-.reas r A Samoie 

t Several captured documents of the q,- y -~ r— ■ 

-oai nmon, tne northern coastal *^f cz co =^tee ir. 

oome icea 01 the numerical strenmtw of -7.. ~ province, provide 

wnicn might have j °i ~ °'" w sent political qq— p—* ■ u ■ - 

. . , . 0 y r u '--“ xOuiiG, m a lov.^. ~ ~ ~ 

uei-a m raid-1965. In j a v, u 00 -‘o area outside the 

about 170,000. Except for the ’" d a - 3 °?-^ion of 

! £S ia , Viefc Cong hands. Prior to •!"! district town, it 


v ff cor *s ha ^ s - Prior to' i 9 r- e :4 s district ^ ^ 

vere 100,000 In B^/S^f ' 


ine»e r,e re nroken down into a ~i v q . .. 

1,500 liberation ^ ■ liberation fame 

.,.. f 10y * y°--n, ana aoout 5,500 c-, -v~o ' 

■•'• Au-^nougn no numerical ~ ~ -7 • wC - £ “- 

+ l;rnaH , , _ j., ‘=' l * vS ‘-'C wOlll,lCal — Jufo -: n \ j, , . 

“•---n u ?, ^ne success or +ha m ,u_„ . , - _n — 

the " s +n,«u . „ . i'ihx » i^s in. infiltrating am 


il. ' n «--= ^vomnisi 

o c/ mLi 5 ”ia ' ^ r r’(Owap 1 q^ 1 i m. ' . 

, -so— uul.seo onere m Amril 


may have obtained a betterjoothoiT^ suggests ths 

ro-ori: ^ ‘ - ^-u_S £_ 9 q rnop o— 

' w o * ^ * *b a u . T* ^ P q r> ^ ^ i q ^ * * * — - v. 

oi Communist sympathizers exists e~nn4^"'-i f subs ~2 
where a variety of influence's ^-,4 0 b 4-' e c " jUaer - t °ody at 
on the students. A number of 'rro^en- ^4?. eX " r5 ~ s 1 r - 2 

nave been active in anti-gov^e^T p^T' - sr * d t5a 

two years. ’ L ---«ns movement 


' ° '-sea ooS in 

re a chan in c 
tr.at a sub si 
mer.t oocv ef 


' — e .Su 

ALuencing 

i Cop — 1 ! c“ - 

irban 
- s Ls~ s gg. 

“'fi r a 


■ 00-3 G*3 "C c 

o __i .vj.3 
S 7. n X ° 
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or ths Wtrtct coa-t*.. „ 

olightl .y over &,cofc£?l»r 2 ?l*o hlgC- gg£l««* exclusive 
•’’•oarlv 13 sew ‘iY. i= iJ?LW oazbers f * c -“f : -'■ 9 - = , there v --. 

prior to the •«fe»4 S^?"* 1 **** ®»iT* 

x ^ugaes frorn tha Qn 0i ^*e district 

, , Mother document ± 

£ 0i S step uo in- ^ Cated tl *t the na- y >.„ , *• 

u ne year vhic’- -w C . ^^ano in the cio^-J J / — -’ called for 

^-7 necbe-sMi u acaisved. h— -. , ^ w ‘-- end of 
docur^n 1 -- s' ? a ‘- a r ' Ior2 tha- So..,~:~ — ast dcub' «rt 

,. an"' «.•> 4 .t,_ uOUOL 0 ^> Vo,,*.-. o 

enemy” mil ’tow, y aar j hcr/eve^ -t *,^ 7 ., '- ou P “nzibersM--) - • 

_ v *— — *--u l- 3 . 23 V o r*' 1 ’ *f • • j - • p a ?* » ,*> ro *_ 1 : o - 1 -- - 

c !av»ion«.a«' o v 1 >-153 i- --00 t . . -'-.-u a oreocr-ir.- *• * — 1 - , ~- 

— o,_ u enr of the "a^,. * u ~ e aisorict ~ . y vith 

was not meeting - S r-^l!'^ S5St - d that 


33 V ■=» 


•u ■» 3 , 



59o party nenhcv-o / 

v -- o.ro (apparent'v i%oi , . 
and men organic 136 cad- 

k j,~ „ neaccuarte-s ) v '“ s ^strict o~i~f y 
t oh 7 ^ South Grout i-u,- " ‘ 

gthl h.ooratioa Farrars C-*'? . 

°->-^3 Lioerat-f'-i'-. ■ . b ’"S^ocaaoio’ 

LO SAa re oil ' -touths 

nioeracion Wcaea 


members 


m /yp,i 7 

»*» w JL>~y i ; 


estimated tombs' "ov-^i to about iS-or- - 

Zae district cor~f^ " . ln tne Pro vine® ■ W. 0i ~ne peon 7 
^a ge guerrSw:! lr *^d a regul^ 
nnspeciti^d r -— s pl " ^oor.s totality o?p 
in at least 6QhL °£ Sr ^V-an hamlet " 

nrobahisr oi _ namaets. wMarv n? 4.1 — 


, , . , • unjJ'UU.® t -1 ' 0~ 

*' a --tary units' urd-f 


nrobsbi v na,uj_t 

, ‘‘J o O r 7 ^ n ,~v» o rb 

nib" — ’ ■ ' —''o-i 


* ulO‘° 


3 o 


a 0.1 


Association. 


ay of 
par! 


lt or goa csr _ 1P 

bars ani s ov. 


* • iO 3 3 i *** 


— ■ "> f 

-l-a units-. 


-1 1 -• o. . 


apparently 


- o n ^ 

-n urouo. 




or 




-o- 
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Paras C-l and C-2, Pages J\ r -J 


C . VC/NVA 


rorca s — General 


in q — . , •_ T ns c . om POsition and size of the Conumun 
I'h S ? VleLnara na s changed considerably since 19 
e ‘‘ e '^ Si -teng ah has grown from, approximately 
“ 0 ~ 2 o 9 , 0 0 0 by mid— 19-56, and w q ss^in-’f -0 

f. ea f h b 7 Jun - 1957. Nearly ~3 7 , 000 "regular 

' reunamesa Army; troops have joined er.arav r a n’<e in 
We.nam since mid-1955. The continued Infiltrate 
NorcP. Vietnamese troops has been the orimary so.-r 
creasec Communist troop strength in South vitnl^ 
parative and ruture estimated growth in enernv fore 


J-SC 

6 4 . 
12 7 
i t 

ill CJ 

Sou 
n o 
e o 
T 


illustrated in Table IV-5 


below : 


rorce 

The 

,000 in 
may 
rth 
th 

c. 

t in- 
ha cora- 
ls 



Table IV-5 




South Vi 

etnan: Estimated 

NVA/VC 

Forces , 



December 1964 - M 

id-1967 






(In tho 1 

u sands ) 

North Vietnam 

VC Main Force 
Irregulars** 
Political Cadre, 

1964* 1965 

11.0 

34.0 59.0' 

93.0 110.0 

■ 1966* 

33 . 0 

63.0 
110.0 

December 
1956 
60 . 0 
65 . 0 
110.0 ' 

June 
- 1967 

75 . 0 
' 65.0 
110 . 0 

Combat Support 

57.0 

58 . 0 

60 . 0 

2 9 5.0 

60.0 

310 . 0 

Total Enemy 

127.0 237.0 

% 

269 . 0 


"■tact or -year strength 


* *Tne 


s wun exceotion of ou.- 
the current!' 


t. ~'jt a^ceotea irregurar t i ct u ^ ^ 

indicated in the Summary Discussion, these MCA 
being re-examined and may be subject to upward revls 


T \ i n p 19 6 6 


3 DU L , 

s are 
ion . 


Deployment 


.rer.g - n 


Current North Viernames 0 trooo 
SjaehTh »«»tar.d in II Cores area; and lo a much lesser 
- n 1 and 111 Corps area. No appreciable numbers oi 
i.VA troops are known to be in IV Corps. VC main force" 
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strength is heavily 
to a lesser extent 
deployment is shown 


.concentrated in III and 
m II and. I Corns areas 
in Table IV-6 below 


IV areas and 
A more detailed 


Table IV-6 


> o u t n Vietnam: 


E s 


D e p 1 o v merit of n y a / y c 


Ima red Strength 
Mam For ce E 1 e m 
Mid- i 9 b 6 


Co.^po s i t io n and 

t s by Corps Area, * 



, 

NVA 

VC 

Total 

I 

II. 

Ill 

IV 

Corps 

Corps 

Corps 

Corps 

10,000 . 
23,500 

4,500 

8 ,300 
12,500 
23,300 
18,400 

18,300 

36,000 

27,800 

13,400 

101,000 

■ : *Ex 

Total 

eludes sot Q 

38,000 

63,000 


-car cacre. and • 
is are about 1>5 
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Knnex V, Appendix A , Section I , Para. A , Pages V-9 and V-10 
A. Personnel 


Eneoy forces in South Vietnam in nid-lo56 amounted to 


230,000 including from 40,000-50,000 personnel enaa-ed in ] 


support. The composition of important VC suool’'- ppr^- 
in the following tabulation: " - - -j ~ 1 

Combat Suonort 


260,000- 
cgistic 
s shown 


Other Forces 


Finance and Economic r 
Infiltration Corridor 
Communications and Li; 
Organic Military Tran; 


:t Ordnance 

5,3oo 

ins 

3,000 

•oops. 

'3 . Soo 

Total 

17,600 

•ansport units 

2,000 

‘ersonnel 

3,000 

.son Units 

2,000 

! ort Elements 

7,400 

■ Craft 

12.000 

Total 

2o,400 

rrr.-n ■' r 
■LVJ i_-_l 

44,000 


In addition 


co these regular employees 
t no u sands of temporary'-, civilian workers to 
Recruiting is carried out among men between 
women between the ages of 20 and 4l, with the annual 
usually being from 1 to 3. months. This conscripted labor is 


rolitical 


ar.a security 


3 1 n’ 


the VC have conscripted 
assist in logistic activities 
the ages of 13 and 50 and 
period of sen/ ice 
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